was something indescribable about Her Majesty.
While always remaining a great Queen, with all the
restraint demanded by her position, there was about
her at the same time a simplicity and an expansive
interest in your personal troubles and trials that
made you quite forget, for the moment, the lofty
position of the kindly caller and friend.    "When
Queen Victoria made a visit of condolence, you im-
mediately perceived that there was nothing perfunc-
tory about it and that she really felt more than she
could express.    The Empress had occasion to ex-
perience this agreeable fact on several occasions,
gome persons, even in exalted quarters, have de-
clared that the Queen was cold and distant.   This
may have been so under ordinary circumstances and
with those towards whom there was no reason why
she should be otherwise than cold and distant.   It
is highly probable that the Queen did not care to
lavish affection and show warmth where these senti-
ments were not called for.   But into Eugenie's sor-
rows she penetrated with a sincerity that gave the
greatest comfort.   At one time, the Empress used
to go in the autumn to Abergeldie, near Balmoral,
in Scotland, and there she was able to judge the
Queen still more thoroughly, for there was less for-
mality observed by the Court in that wild region.
They made excursions together, and the conversa-
tion then turning on all topics, the Empress was in
a position to measure not only the affections but
the mental strength of Her Majesty.   She never re-
turned from one of those memorable outings with-
out finding that the mind and character of the Queen
ha4 risen higher in her estimation.   I am sure that
I do not go too far when I say that, take her all in
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